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A publication of Franconia United Methodist Church, Alexandria, VA 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

     
Join us at  Franconia United 

Methodist Church on 
Wednesday, December 24, 

Christmas Eve 

4:30 PM Children’s Service 

8:00 PM Traditional Service 

11:00 PM Traditional Service 

Traditional service includes carols, 

candlelight, and communion. 

What’s INSIDE 

For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Savior,  
who is Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2:11 

The Advent Wreath 
One of the traditions during the 
season of preparation is the lighting 
of the candles in the Advent wreath. 
The Advent wreath is a circular 
garland of evergreen branches 
representing eternity. On that 
wreath, five candles are typically 

arranged. During the season of 
Advent one candle on the wreath is 
lit each Sunday as a part of the 
Advent services. Each candle 
represents an aspect of the spiritual 
preparation for the coming of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Advent is a season observed in many Western 
Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting and 
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of 
Jesus at Christmas. The term is an anglicized version 
of the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming".  

What is Advent? 
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As of October 31, 2014, Franconia 
UMC is in a deficit position for the 
year. Budgeted expenditures exceed 
budgeted offerings by $1,054.  If All 
God’s Children’s (AGC) income and 
expenses were removed our deficit 
would be almost $16,500. While we 
are blessed to have AGC doing so 
well, it is not prudent to rely on their 
surplus. Our Reserve Funds are down 
to $19,305 from $22,500 on 
September 30. The Capital Fund has 
increased to $10,826, up from $9,036 
on September 30. Offerings for the 
month of November through 
November 16th are $21,459, which is 
up $1,000 from that point in October.   

Franconia UMC is growing and 
thriving with new members, new 
programs and plans that God has for 
us. While our financial position is 
solid, it is not thriving to the extent 
that our programs and vision are.  
Please prayerfully consider increasing 
your giving, so that we can be 
financially ready to move forward 
with God’s vision for us. 

Financial Commitment Cards 
were included with the bulletin on 
November 16. Please prayerfully 

consider your financial commitment 
to Franconia UMC and return your 
card to the Church by December 
15th. If you did not receive a 
Commitment Card, please contact 
the Church Office or Cindy Langan, 
Finance Chair. 

Upcoming Changes in January  
include: 

 Weekly Reporting in the Bulletin  
Currently two measurements for 
surplus and deficits are used 
throughout the year. In the weekly 
bulletin insert The table in the insert 
in the weekly bulleting includes a 
deficit or surplus amount that 
includes All God’s Children’s income 
and expenses. What the surplus or 
deficit would be without AGC is 
indicated below the table. The 
Finance Committee has determined 
that focus on the financial status of 
the Church without the AGC 
amounts included would be more 
helpful. Rather than changing the  
measuring stick mid-year, the 
change will occur beginning in 
January.  The AGC revenue and 
expenses will not be included in the 
surplus/deficit amount in the table. 
While AGC is part of the church’s 
total financial position,  the 
fluctuations of tuition and expenses 
at certain points during the school 
year often mask the true financial 
position of the Church.  The AGC 
operation is expected to break even  
over the course of the year.  
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Cindy Langan, Finance Chair 

 New Envelopes  
Beginning in January 2015 a 
different kind of offering envelope 
will be used. The envelopes we have 
been using for many, many years are 
expensive and wasteful. The boxes  
currently in use have 52 dated 
envelopes for each year. However, 
very few members of the 
congregation use more than half of 
the envelopes in a box. A box with a 
smaller quantity of envelopes is not 
available. Some of the excess 
envelopes are used by the tellers or 
put in the pews, but the date and 
envelope number must be blacked 
out to avoid confusion. In the 
process of cleaning up the storage 
areas, many leftover boxes of 
envelopes had to be thrown out 
(actually recycled, of course). 

The new envelopes will be similar to 
those currently in use, except the 
envelopes will be vertical rather 
than horizontal and will not be 
numbered or dated. Those making 
an offering will need to put their 
names on the envelopes for 
recording purposes.  The new 
envelopes, which will be batched in 
groups of 12, will be available for 
pick up in December. You may take 
as many as batches as you need or 
start with one batch and get more 
when you need more. Envelopes will 
be available throughout the year. 
Forms will be available for you to 
complete if you would like printed 
labels for your envelopes. The labels 
will be provided if you request them.   

These newly designed envelopes will 
save money and will be more 
environmentally responsible. In the 
first year, the estimated savings will 
be $400 or more. Since the 
envelopes are not dated, none will 
need to be discarded and more will 
need to be ordered only when the 
supply gets low. 

New 
Offering 
Envelopes 
for 2015  
Available 
beginning 
on Sunday, December 7  
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So…What do you want for Christmas?  
The question of the season! When my 
children were little, they would make 
lists that fluctuated with the most 
recent commercial on TV, and I would 
mentally prepare for long hours at 
the toy store as the personal shopper 
and wish-fulfiller of little people. The 
credit card would groan. The carefully 
wrapped packages would become an 
ever-growing mound under the 
Christmas tree and spill into the 
family room awaiting the frenzy of 
‘the day.’ Funny thing is, though the 
gifts were appreciated and thank you 
notes dutifully written, and Christmas 
was marked off as one more year of 
successful giving and receiving, those 
things are not the gifts my now-
grown children remember.   

When we talk about Christmases 
past, my children most remember 
cutting out and decorating sugar 
cookies, baking and assembling ginger 
bread houses, learning their lines for 
the Christmas pageants, caroling, 
coming home at midnight on 
Christmas Eve to put ‘baby Jesus’ in 
each of our nativity scenes, reading 
the Christmas stories (both sacred 
and secular) in front of a fire as we 
snuggled on the couch – popping 
Christmas paper crackers to find 
trinkets and noise makers inside as 
we sat around a Christmas feast.  
They also remember sharing tales of 
things they got away with over the 
years that ‘mom just never knew 
about’ – for some reason getting a 
shocked reaction out of me always 

gives them such joy! These are the 
things my children remember.   

As I think back on these memories, I 
realize that giving me a list of 
‘wants’ to go and buy, was just living 
into my expectations of the season.  
What my children really wanted for 
Christmas – and what they 
remember most about Christmas – 
is the time spent as family.  Odd, 
isn’t it?  The most precious gift we 
have to give is the gift of time, the 
gift of relationship, and yet, we tend 
to think that those dearest to us 
would much prefer something else.  
I do believe we undervalue the gift 
that we are to each other; the 
treasure that is found in the time 
and love we have to offer to each 
other.   

So many times I have seen families 
together at the table in a restaurant 
not talking to each other, but rather 
texting someone, talking on the 
phone, playing video games.  I have 
seen friends out together walking 
the corridors of the mall – walking 
side-by-side – but talking on their 
phones rather than to each other.  
In all of these things I am faced with 
the reality that we are holding back 
the greatest gift of all from those 
who are so precious to us – we are 
holding back the gift of ourselves.   

So, at this wonderful time of year 
when gift-giving is at the front of 
everyone’s brain, and in light of 
what has become of some many 
relationships, as I answer the 
question “What do you want for 
Christmas?”, I invite us each to think 
of the first Christmas – the first gift – 
when God showed how precious we 
are to Him.  He loved us enough to 
come to earth and be in a time-
consuming, personal, undistracted, 
love relationship with each and 
every one of us.  What if this 
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By: Pastor Catharine Guest 

Christmas we followed God’s lead 
and gave each other what each other 
really wants.  There are no long lines 
involved. No overflowing gift laden 
trees. No maxed-out credit cards. It is 
the only gift that is stress free and 
precious. The gift of each other’s love 
– shown in the giving of our 
undistracted time together.  Love 
came down at Christmas – that is the 
most precious gift we have ever 
received – and love is the only gift 
worth wanting – the only gift most 
gratefully received – any time of the 
year!  And to God be the glory!  
AMEN. 
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I Was Wondering . . .  

What is Advent? 

Advent is traditionally a time of 
preparation for Christmas.  It is 
said that the door to the stable 
where the Christ-child has been 
born is very low – and only those 
who kneel find access.  Being 
ready for Christmas should mean 
that our thoughts are focused not 
just on letters, cards, and 
presents, but on repentance, 
humbling and interior 
‘housecleaning.’ John the Baptist 
warned his hearers to prepare a 
way for the Lord – to make a 
clear and level pathway.  This 
involves removing any boulders 
that stand in the way, and filling 
in any potholes.  The boulders are 
the things we have done that we 
should not have done, the 
potholes are the things we have 
failed to do which we obviously 
should have done.  The more, as 
individuals, family or 
congregation, we are focused in 
this way, the less we will be 
overwhelmed by the 
commercialization of Christmas. 

In the run-up to Christmas we 
remember especially Zacharias 
and Elizabeth, and the child John 
who, still in the womb, leapt in 
anticipation of the coming of the 
Lord!  Christ has come. Christ has 
died and is risen; Christ will 
come again! 

   Celtic Daily Prayer: Prayers and 
Readings from the Northumbria 

Community: 
New York: Harper Collins, 2002. 

The children and staff at All God's 
Children plan to have an exciting 
December as they get caught up in 
the spirit of Christmas. The little ones 
will memorize new Bible verses, learn 
about the birth of Jesus, and create 
beautiful Christmas art and crafts. 
The children are busy preparing for 
the Christmas program and will sing 
and sign Christmas Time Is Here, Oh 
Christmas Tree, and Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing.  On Wednesday, 
December 18, All God‘s Children 

presented its Christmas program 
and served lunch. All God‘s 
Children‘s is closed for the holidays 
until January 6. 

Registration for 2014-15 for current 
and past AGC families and FUMC 
members will begin on Tuesday, 
January 27. Please call in January to 
schedule a tour. Classes fill quickly. 

Everyone at All God's Children 
wishes you a very blessed Christmas 
and a healthy and happy 2015! 

Lyrics Of Christmas Carol 
Written by Charles Wesley 

The Christmas carol “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing” was written by Charles 
Wesley, brother of John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodist church, in 
1739. A somber man, Wesley 
requested slow and solemn music for 
his lyrics and thus “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing” was sung to a different 
tune initially.   

Over a hundred years later Felix 
Mendelssohn (1809-1847) composed 
a cantata in 1840 to commemorate 
Johann Gutenberg's invention of the 
printing press. English musician 
William H. Cummings adapted 
Mendelssohn’s music to fit the lyrics 
of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
already written by Wesley.  

   Hark the herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!"  

If you’ve ever needed someone to whom you could talk 
about a difficult situation, maybe God was preparing you 
to become a Stephen Minister and be available to listen 
to someone else about their challenges. Contact Barbara 
Lawrence at lawb782620@aol.com for more information 
on the Stephen Ministry training starting in January.  

Christmas Plans for All God’s Children 
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Could You Become a Stephen Minister? 

 

mailto:lawb782620@aol.com
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A charming story is told of Pepita, a 
poor Mexican girl who had no gift to 
present to the Christ Child at 
Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita 
walked slowly to the chapel with her 
cousin Pedro, her heart was filled 
with sadness rather than joy. 

“I am sure, Pepita, that even the most 
humble gift, if given in love, will be 
acceptable in his eyes,” said Pedro 
consolingly. 

Not knowing what else to do, Pepita 
knelt by the roadside and gathered a 
handful of common weeds,  
fashioning them into a small bouquet. 
Looking at the straggly bunch of 
weeds, she felt more saddened and 
embarrassed than ever by the 
humbleness of her offering. She 
fought back a tear as she entered the 
small village chapel.  

As she approached the altar, she 
remembered Pedro’s kind words: 
Even the most humble gift, if given in 

love, will be acceptable in His eyes.” 
She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to 
lay the bouquet at the foot of the 
nativity scene.  

Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds 
burst into blooms of brilliant red, 
and all who saw them were certain 
that they had witnessed a Christmas 
miracle right before her eyes. 

From that day on, the bright red 
flowers were known as the Flores de 
Noche Buena, of Flowers of the Holy 
Night, for they bloomed each year 
during the Christmas season. 

Today the common name for this 
plant is the poinsettia! 

  

 
 
    

Poinsettias Introduced in United States 

Joel Roberts Poinsett (March 2, 1779 
– December 12, 1851) was an 
American physician and diplomat. He 
was the first U.S. agent in South 
America, a member of the South 
Carolina legislature and the U. S. 
House of Representatives, the first U. 
S. Minister to Mexico (Ambassadors 
were not appointed for the United 
States until 1896), a U.S. Secretary of 
War under Martin Van Buren, and a 
cofounder of the National Institute 
for the Promotion of Science and the 
Useful Arts (a predecessor of the 
Smithsonian Institution). He is the 
eponym of Poinsett County, Arkansas; 
Poinsett Highway, Poinsett Bridge, 
and Poinsett State Park in South 
Carolina; Lake Poinsett in South 
Dakota; and the poinsettia, a popular 
Christmas plant.  

While Joel Poinsett was serving as  
special envoy to Mexico and as the 
first American minister to Mexico, 
he visited the area south of Mexico 
City around Taxco del Alarcon, 
where he found what was later to 
become known in the United States 
as the poinsettia. Poinsett, an avid 
amateur botanist, sent samples of 
the winter-blooming plant home to 
the States and the plant became 
widely known as the "poinsettia." 

    

The Legend of the Poinsettia POINSETTIA 

FACTS 

 Poinsettia is native to Mexico. 
 In nature, poinsettias are 

perennially flowering shrubs 
that can grow to ten feet tall. 

 The showy colored parts of 
poinsettias that most people 
think are the flowers are 
actually colored bracts 
(modified leaves). 

 Poinsettias are priced 
according to the number of 
blooms. The more blooms, the 
more expensive the plant. 

 A fresh poinsettia is one on 
which little or no yellow pollen 
is showing on the flower 
clusters in the center of the 
bracts. Plants that have shed 
their pollen will soon drop 
their colorful bracts. 

 Poinsettias were introduced in 
the United States in 1825 by 
Joel Poinsett. 

 December 12 is National 
Poinsettia Day.  (Joel Poinsett 
died in South Carolina on 
December 12, 1851.) 

 Over 100 varieties of 
poinsettias are available.  

 Poinsettias are the most 
popular Christmas plant. Most 
are sold in a six-week period. 

 $220 million worth of 
poinsettias are sold during the 
holiday season.  

 The Poinsettia Bowl is an 
NCAA Bowl game played in 
San Diego.  (December 23, 
2014: Navy Midshipmen 
against the San Diego State 
Aztecs)  
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Dave Ramsey’s  
Financial Peace University 

To register for the class and 
purchase materials:  http://
www.daveramsey.com/fpu/

locations/org/53401/class/268818 

The site will provide:  
 Video presentation by Dave 

Ramsey on the program 
 Registration for 9-week 

course at Franconia United 
Methodist Church  - Monday 
nights beginning February 23 
and ending April 20, 2015 

 Access to all materials and 
services from Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University 
(FPU), including personal, one
-on-one coaching. 

Cost of 9-week course: $93.00  
Cokesbury Hall  
Monday evenings  - 7 to 9 p.m  

 Both spouses and older teenagers 
may attend.   

For more information, call Thom 
Hostetter at (703) 971-9107.  

In October, "John Wesley" visited 
the Vatican Museum, with Tom 
and Peggy Brown.  Pictured by a  
sculpture of John baptizing Jesus. 

Christmas is the time we remember 
God’s greatest gift of Emmanuel, God 
with us in Jesus. And soon afterwards 
we have the gift of a brand new year, 
with all its opportunities and 
challenges. But sometimes we may 
not be ready to receive such 
wonderful gifts. Old painful memories 
may be overpowering, or present 
trials may seem too difficult to face. 
However, for those situations God 
has blessed our congregation with the 
gift of Stephen Ministry. 

Stephen Ministers are available if you 
are having difficulties in celebrating 
Christmas, or at any time of the year. 
Stephen Ministers are trained in 
distinctively Christian care-giving. 
Stephen Ministers actively listen as 
you talk about your difficulties, and 
then try to help you remember God’s 
presence and love. With that 
assistance, hopefully you can think 
more clearly about what is going on 
and how to handle the future.  

If you believe a Stephen Minister 
could help you, or if you are 
interested in taking the training to 
become a Stephen Minister, please 
contact Barbara Lawrence  (703-628
-5283) You can also pass along the 
name of anyone you know who is 
hurting and may benefit from 
Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministry  
is a confidential ministry and we will 
not be able to disclose whether or 
not someone has a Stephen Minister 
caring for them. 

Stephen Ministry draws its name 
from St. Stephen. In the book of 
Acts, Chapter 6, Stephen was chosen 
to provide caring ministry to those 
in need. Since the days of the 
Apostles, caring ministry has been a 
hallmark of the Christian faith 
community—and is at the heart of 
Stephen Ministry.   

See page 7 for more on Stephen 
Ministry. 

Leone. May God bring us all a 

calm spirit, courage and wisdom 

to face the days ahead. The 

many people you may never 

meet on this earth will embrace 

you in eternity.   

Thank you for your faithful 

response! Thank you for your 

ongoing support and your 

prayers as we live across 

continents, a bridge between 

cultures. We thank God for this 

gift of grace.   

Kip and Nancy Robinson 

UMC Global Ministries Missionaries 
serving in Sierra Leone and the USA  

The Gift of Stephen Ministry 
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Giving Thanks - Kip and Rev. Nancy Robinson 
 "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances."  

1 Thessalonians 5:16 -18   

Our stay in the USA has 

extended into early 2015. Bishop 

Yambasu has placed all non-

essential staff on administrative 

leave during the Ebola crisis until 

further notice, so we continue to 

wonder and serve where we are. 

Missionaries are from 

everywhere to everywhere.  We 

continue in mission stateside 

building bridges of 

understanding and awareness as 

to the role and response of the 

church in Sierra Leone to the 

Ebola crisis and ongoing 

ministry, and how we can all 

work together. We are happy to 

share the story of an amazing 

people, your family in Sierra 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/53401/class/268818
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/53401/class/268818
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/53401/class/268818
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News from Franconia Elementary 

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

11 PM  

A service to ring in 

the New Year—2015 
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December 3, 2014       
Greetings Franconia Families! 

Well, it’s truly the holiday season!  
Twelve more days until the Winter 
Holiday break, and you can feel the 
excitement in our building!  
Yesterday, our sixth grade students 
performed at CALIBRE to kick-off the 
holiday season, and they provided a 
spectacular performance.  A special 
thank you to Ms. Rezek for her 
musical talents and leadership of our 
Franconia chorus!   CALIBRE has 
served as a community partner for 13 
years!  They have sponsored a variety 
of activities and volunteered on site 
to support our school and the 
community.   

Speaking of partnerships, we want to 
welcome Franconia United 
Methodist Church (FUMC) as an 
official school partner.  The members 
support us as reading buddies, 
cafeteria volunteers, and provide 
food pantry donations.  We are 
excited that they will join us as 
partners this year!     

 This month is chocked full of special 
activities.  We extend a warm 
reminder of the “Great Franconia 
Read-In!” for our K-2 parents and 
students.  (For more details, see 
information below.)  Don’t forget our 
annual Franconia Family Fun Run, 

which will be held this Saturday, 
December 6, at our school starting 
at 8:30 AM.  Winter celebrations will 
be held in classrooms, too.  Times 
and dates for these celebrations are 
being determined and will be 
communicated through class 
newsletters.  Last but not least, our 
Student Council Association is 
sponsoring a food drive, December 8
-16.  Please help our SCA help others 
in need!     

 Thank you for all that you do to 
ensure your child is at school and 
ready to learn each day!  During this 
time of year students (and teachers) 
become very excited about the 
holiday season, so please encourage 
your child to be mindful of our 
school rules and expectations.  It is 
our goal to maximize every moment 
so that your child receives the best 
education possible. 

Warmest Regards, 

Mrs. Terri Edmunds-Heard, 
Principal   
 

    FROM:  
Mustang Message 

6301 Beulah Street       

Alexandria, Virginia 22310 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in 
this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.  (Galatians 6:2 NRSV) 

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay 
caring ministry that takes place in 
congregations that are committed to 

Stephen Ministry.  

Stephen Ministry congregations equip 
and empower lay caregivers—called 
Stephen Ministers—to provide high-
quality, confidential, Christ-centered 
care to people who are hurting. 

What is Stephen Ministry? 
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The Chimes to Return in January 

Apologies for the late November issue of The Chimes and the even later 
December issue of the newsletter. With so many activities in November 
and December, getting the newsletter late was not helpful in planning 
your activities. I hope you may find some value in this shortened version 
of The Chimes. The Chimes will return in January.  

Janet Hedrick, Editor 
jhedrick815@gmail.com 
571-213-2670 

A Night In Bethlehem 

Even with the rain delay from Saturday, December 6, to Saturday, 
December 20,  the members of the church were ready to welcome 
members of the community to the village where Christ was born. The 
shops were open with a leather and woodworking shop this year. The 
holy family and the live animals were the highlight of the evening for 
visitors—young and old. Pieces of a nativity set were provided and most 
family had their hands full when they left. The Bethlehem bakery had 
cookies for those who came to Bethlehem and Pastor Catherine offered a 
warm beverage.  Everyone left with joy in their hearts! 

 Franconia United Methodist Church 
6037 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
www.franconiaumc.org   

See Details Inside—Page 1 
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